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check intervals of 36 hours (2), 72 hours (2), 2-3 days (1 ), 4 days (1 ), and no required trap-check 
interval (2). Neighboring states have diverse regulations related to trap-check requirements. 
Idaho has a trap-check requirement of once every 72 hours and Nevada has a requirement of 
once every 4 days; both states exempt USDA-Wildlife Services from trap-check requirements. 
Montana has a requirement of at least once every 48 hours, Washington has 24 hours for 
restraining traps and 72 hours for "non-body gripping lethal traps," and California has daily 
inspection for all traps. 

In summary: 

Increasing trap-check requirements would result in significant impacts to trappers, including 
wildlife control operators, and USDA-Wildlife Services, by limiting the number and distribution 
of traps that could be maintained because traps may be distributed in such a fashion that they 
cannot all be checked on the same day. The increased travel cost associated with checking traps 
every day would also be prohibitive in many situations. 

The trap-check exception in the petition for "the taking of mice, rats, gophers, mountain beavers 
and moles, upon property owned by the person operating the traps" would require all non­
landowners (such as landowner agents, wildlife control operators, USDA-Wildlife Services) to 
adhere to a 24-hour trap-check period for these species. 

One outcome of increased trap-check frequency would likely be reduced ability to respond to 
damage caused by furbearers, predatory animals, and unprotected mammals, resulting in 
increased property loss in the future. Alternatively, to maintain levels of damage management 
services near the current level would require increased costs of services. 

Major recent legislative and Commission efforts utilized a Task Force and a Working Group to 
address the topic of trap-check requirements for fur bearers, predatory animals, and unprotected 
mammals. Current trap check periods are based on recommendations from the Task Force and 
Work Group. 

Based on the preceding review, staff proposes no changes to the current trap-check interval 
requirements. 
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